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SILENT MEETING. 


A Tender io the world, yet practiſed by the Apoſtles, 
and owned by the People of God , {corntully called 


Rearver , 


Aving formerly paſſed through a rwotold Miſtry ; 

Firſt, Asa Gifted man in the National}. Secoxdly, 

as a Baptiſt : and cow brought to wait on God in 

filence, it isa Wonder to many; upon Which the 

Lord hath led me forth to publiſh this Paper, and make ita Free 
Gift unto Thoſe who deſire ſome ſatisfaction concerning SILENT 
MEETING ; in which I wait on God for a Purer Miniſtry, if 
he picate ro bring me unto it, or it I fall ſhort, ( like Moſes todie 


on Mount Nebo ) and only fee it afar off, his bleſſed will be _ 
» 


Cone. 

I preaching fult in che Nationall Miniſtry for hire , felling my 
' Sermons at my beſt Marker, and afterwards being took cft trom 
that merchandizing , becoming a Baptiſt, and preaching treely 
* without felling, did now think my ſpiritual condition to be very 
oocd ; bur the Eternall God, who empries from veſſel to veſlel, 


to take away all the carnall taſt, did nor ſuffer me many years in © * 


this eltare ; who by a further diſcovery of himſelf, brought me 
back tofilence,that I ſhould wait with the deſpiſed remnant,calied 
Ora b (YF, 

And as one 3Jone from the tumulrt, or outſide of a wood, can 
eale(t hear the clamors and outcries Within ; fo I being come forth 
of the Forms and Forrelis of the world unto a holy filence, by 


þ 2 ths 


48. 


Dan, 2- 


Lu15.17 


John 6. 
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the power of Jeſus Ch:iſt within me, could the better diſcern to 
ſee and view the various Sets and Forms in their Congregatiors, 
how unlike che moſt part were unto the true Spouſe of Chriſt ; 
which with a heavy burthen on my tpirit, I beheld their Parochial 
Aſſemblies to appear ſomething like Nebrchadnezzars Image in 
the Golden head;but upon a through obſecvarion in the lite,fruits, 
and converſation, as the Iron and clay ; barren, fruicleſle, 
and empty, having the Imitations and Forms of Godiincſle, 
but denying the power of Chriſt , in leading forth the 
Creature, | 

W hen thus, like the returning Prodigall, I came to look on my 
ſelf within, I ſaw how I hadfed on busks ; but God ( my 
Father ) had bread enough : And although , Arts, Sciences, 
Teaching for hire, getting of money, with ſuch carrall delights, 
quiered fleſh a while, as a Ractle or Pipe doth a Childe 
for a time without the breaſt : Yet now that immortal] 
parc ſeeing irs emptineſle,and coming to the true hunger and thirlt 
after righceouſnefſe , nothing but an Ercrnal God would fatisfie, 
to give that bread, fleſh, and drink of life, whereby a poor foul 
may grew in Grace,and in the knowledg of God ; bur thoſe that 
live and depend only upon outward Forms, and viſible things, 
the ſame deceive thoutands, who thereby fall ſhort of whac they 
imagine. 

I now ſee that he is no true Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift, bur who 
is led forth by bis Spirit, and ſuch we rejoyce to hear declaring 
the things of God : otherwiſe upon meeting we (it filenc in the 
rongue., yet having a heart full of praiſes, where we worſhip 
God in Spirit and Truth, who makes our bodies temples for che 
ſame Spirit : not ſpeaking by hear-ſay, and humane Arts, but lay 
all that down ; when earthy thoughts, earthy words, and earthy 
works are all laid aſide,and the temple within us is ready,the light 
of Chrilt ſhining in it; and the Lord with a furcher manifeſtation 
of his love enters it by his eternal power ; whereupon we caa 
eruly ſay , that the Lords preſence is amongſt us, feeding 
of his Flock, and making us feel the power of an endlcſſe 
lite. 

As one mult come forth of the houſe which intends to on 
roun 
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4 3 | . 
round about, ſo we in obedience to God being ſeperate and come 


people come to their worſhip, as to a Market, drefled up in their 
faſhions, with their tongues in carnal diſcourſe, both going thicher, 
and rerurning back ; the eye gazing upon varity and filth ; the 
ear ready to receive ſuch (tuft as defies ; ard the heart as an anvil 
to forge within; whereby they come, rot enquiring, like the Spouſe 
of Chriſt, Ca”t,x,7. or as a people to do the wotk of God ; 2s 

true Wife to rejoyce in her. Husband ; bur as an Hatlor, that 
wantons and ſports her {elf : yea, if they lay a while for their 
coming together, whar ſcoffing, playirg, quarreling, carnal calk, 


unſcemly behaviour,and finfull ations are taken up amongſt chem, - 


wofull experience can teſtifie ? 

And among ſuch people I poor wretch did once ſpend ſome 
rime, ſelling them words which they paid for, but did not keep 
them ; uſing pleaſing expreſſions, and ſpeaking by hear-ſay ( as 
ochers did)and not upon Experience from Chriſt withia, me, bur by 
imitation, as Players on a ſtage, aſſume the names, and a& the 
perſons of Princes,Nobles, &c.but being come off,and unmasked, 
they are no ſuch men : yea, I was perſwaded then, thar fleſh:mult 


fin, and hav? 13s Juſts fulfilled, while I was in the body, not ſeeing 


forth from the world, can the better ſee how che major part of 2 Cor. 6, 


17. 


that all filchinefſe of fleſh and ſpirit mult be clenied, or elle 2 Cor.7 x 


Holinefle cannot be perfefted, in the fear of God; and with 
comfort I write this Truth, That I have found and felt more of 
the Lords preſence in one Silent Mecting, then T have done 
in a hundred Sermons preached by 'me in times palt, 
and though then I did deliver them with much zeal ; Bur 
this is, 


A WONDER TO THE WORLD, whollss. 2. 


have given their money for char which is nt bread ; buying the 
Letter of cheir Prieſts chat chide chem for ſinning , yer tay , they 
muſt continue ſingers while they are in this body, telling the people 
that God muſt do all for them, ard in them, yet bid the ſame 
people to get Faith get Repenrance,&c. ſo that the new Creation, 
in making a NewCreature, isa Myſtery unto them that are thus 
jonorant, 2 Cor,5.17- Which aſhrm, that people mult live in fin 
uncill they die; as if God had laid a neceſſny upon the creature 

to 


to offend him ; therefore they own no Light within , nor power 

2 Cor-to, of Chriſt within,whereby tobring each thought in obedience, bur 

5» rather like the Athenians , they mock at what they underſtand 
not, As 17.18. 

Take heed therefore , both you tha: ſell Scripture Letter for 
money , and you Hearers which think you buy it; for thus 
$194 the Sorcerer thought with his money to purchale the Gift 
ot God, but his deceit deceived himitelf, and he went withour it, 
Ads $8.25, And do not thitk, that [peaking.hearing,and readin® 

2 Tim, 3, the Scriptures, ſuficech ro make you wile unto Salvation; buc 

15. conſidec how it mult be by fatth in Chriſt Jeſus : fo except Chriſt 

in Spirit be within to work Faith and Obedience, the ſeeing, 

hearing, or reading the Lecter avails 1ittle without us : for the 

. Letter of former Scriprures,the Scribes. Phariſces, and perſecuting 

Prielis had, who crucified Chit ; as many now have che Letter 

allo, yer to little purpoſe, whileſt they ſeek ro defiroy the works of 

the Spirit : Nor doth Chriſt fay, that there is Eternal Life in the 

Joh. 5.35 Scriptures, but reproves the Jews, who though: to, yer would nor 
own him who was the ſubſtance of all, 

Lack therefore, by the Light of Chriſt within you, unto whom 
ye yield your ſelves in your members to obey, as eyes to ſee, ears 

, - to hear,tongues to ſpeak, hearts to think, &c. for therein you are 
Kom. 6. ſervants, whether 1n power for doing good, or under the Devils 
13,16» power by living in (1a : and whether you live ater che fleſh ia the 
Devils power, or after the ſpirit in Gods power, may be eafily 

known by the mind within of each man and woman : for upon 

what the mind is carryed with moſt eagerneſſe, joy and delight,in 

earthly things, or upon heavenly things, in thateſtate you are at 

reſent, of fleſh,or Spirit, either for Heaven,or Hell, Rom,8.5,6, 

7. Yet I adviſe you notto take up this or that outward Form, 

but to ſeek for that Pearl , and fell ( or part with ) all earthly 
afteRions to buy or obtain it, Mſarrh,r 3.45. even that Kingdom 

of God to be within your ſelves,which is in the SarRified Ones : 

_ I7* (4x God manifeſts. himſelf 1n the Creacure , making his people 
" _ Pariakers of the divine nature,2 Per.1.4. caufing thirgs inviſible 

to be underltood , even his Eternal Power, &c. So that he 

legus man without exciſe , Rom. 1.20, And_for that Spiric 

which 


Which leads into theſe Truths % filently wait : , And this 
Was, | 

Practiſed by the Apoſtles, who had from Chriſt two diſtin&t 
Commiſſions for going torth to preach : The Firſt, From Chrilt 
in the fleſh, before his death, Luke 9. 1,10. which Jafted but a 
time ; for although they could caſt forth Devils, whileſt it held, 
yet being ended, they could not do it, L»ke 9.49. and 1n this they 
wen: oaly to the Jews, Their Second Commiſſion was to all Mar.1o 5 
Nations, Harth,28.19. both to Jews and Gentiles ; given them 
Dy a riſen Chrilt, and confirmed by the Holy Ghoſt, or Chitin 
Spirit, about Fitty dayes after, Att. 2. 1, during which time, 
alchough they prayed , yet they did not go forth to preach unto 
the people,until they had that Spirit which they were commanded AA.r.14 
to wait for, as the Seal of their Commiſſion, As 1.4, So they Eph. 1. 
were filent, as unto Preaching , wherein they waited for that 13s 
which ſhould lead them into all Truth , Joh» 16. x3, Whence 
pore, It was not the Letter, or Chriſt 1n che fleſh, that Jeſus ſaid | 
ſhould do it, but him in Spirit, who promiſed his Diſciples ro 3B. 
come again unto them, John 14.28, John 16,22, andalthough © © 
he cam again to them after he was riſen from the dead ; yer in 
the ſeverall Promiſes, we may fee how it was the Holy Ghoft,or 
CErift in Spirit ſhould lead them into all Truth, and bring all 
things tro remembrance; and make them able Miniſters of the 
Spirit, Jokn 14,26, 2 Cer.3.6, And ſuch the Holy Ghoſt teacheth 
L:ke 12, 12. yea, it is ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh, 
Mark.1 3, 11, And the Spirit ſpeaketh in them, Aſartth. 10.20. 
And What injuries are done to them is taken to himſelf , 
Matth.25.41. 

Thus beirg at Jernzlem, all inone place, with one accord, 
( as they were commanded co wait) Atts 1.4, Atts 2. 1. 
in that Silent Meeting they received what they had waited for, 
which made them able Mizifters of the Golpel : And then Peter 
began to ſpeak, Verſe 14. This being the order of their ſecond 
Commiſſion, and is to hold unto all that look for Chriſts ſpiritual x 10h, 4.2 
coming into their fleſh, to make them able Goſpel-Teachers, 
ard their bodies a habitation and temple for the ſame Spirit, 
1 (or.6,19. Epheſ. 2, 22, Therefore it is not Chriſis ſpiricual 
caming, 
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2 Cor} 
13:5, 


Ecclel. 2. 


Rom 8. 
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comiog.in another Saints fleſh,which I feel, that gives me comfort, 
but when the ſame Holy Ghoſt, even Chriſt in ipirit dwelleth 1n 
my body, I then can witneſle it, by his cternal power within, 
who 1s my Light and my Savicur : But this is a firong Leſſon to 
the World, who cannot receive or know this Spirit promiſed to 
be in the. Saints, John 14.17, Yet this remember, that who hath 
not Chriſtin him, he is a Reprobate : Which Scripture Truths, 
and Goſpel praQile is, 

Owned by the People of God,ſcoznfully called QUAKERS : 
Wio coming like Solomon unto telt Experience, in ſceing all out 
zoyes, picalures, profits, or other things delightfull co the fleſh, to 
bc but vanity and vexation , we become lilent thereunto, not 
aniwerirg, to obey the lults of the carnall minde, bur as dead ro 
the world , that we may live unto God : even then, humane 
prucence in things of the Lord is laid in falence, and flcſhly glory 
15 emptyed forth ; leaving oft co love the world, or the things of 
the world, as formerly ; being as the great dung=hill for the rrue 
Coavert to keep under his feer, and. not magnified in bis heart ; 
knowing that every Work and ſecret thing both good and evil), 
mult come to judgment, Eccleſ.12,14, 

In which Holy Silence although the tongue ſpeaks not, yet the 
Spirit helperh, Kym. 8.26, Which the Hearc-Scarcher beholdeth : 
the body in Silent Meetings reſting from labour { which 1s all the 
reſt in a carnall mans worfhip ) but we go further, with a heare 
firiving co reft from finfull Imaginatiors, and entring upon a true 
relt in God, of which we feel, ſee, and tafle, in its beginnings, 
as anearnelt of our bleſſed Inhericence ; defiring Chritt. may 
take the whole Dominion in us, to deliver from that bondage of 
corruption, by redeeming the the body from the fame, which in 
part is begun, and ſha!] be finiſhed when Chriſt is formed,Gal.4. 
19. and the firongelt takes the whole poſlefion ; but a time we 
mult wait for this, as at Bethſaida's Pool, untill the Lord by his 
healing water cures his poor wounded Creatures. 

In conſideration of ſuch a ſpiritual Miniftry,note Three Things: 

I. The work of Moſes. | | 

2, Of Chriſt in Fleſh. 

3+ Of Cluilt io Spine, 

Firſt, 


3# 
Firſt, Moſes believed and obeyed, ſeeing things afar off, 
yet drank of the ſpiritual Rock that followed : but his work was 
not to hold unto the end in a Levitical Miniſtry , and paying of 
Tithes , with material Temple-worſhip, &c. For he ſhews how 
the Lord would raiſe him another Prophet to be heard, aid 
who would not hearken to that Prophet ( Chriſt Jeſus ) in QOg 
all chings, the Lord would puniſh ; of whom Peter and Srephen 15,19, 
ſpake the lame, Atts 3.22, Atts 7.38. | 

Secondly, Note Chriſts work in the fleſh , who had a glory 
with God before the world was, Fohn 17. 5. but now aſſumed 
a body to fatisfie fer finners, and preached in that body, to be 
che Ligh:, for enlightening che world, to make them Saints,not as 
if they were ſuch, but that they might be fo : ſhewing how his 
crue Diſciples and Followers ſhould forſake all ro embrace him; 
and they beleived he was the Son of God : Yet thea, (he being 
With them in his fl:ſh ) they werg ignorant of many things; as 
th: Riſing from the dead, Mark, 9. 10, and underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, Luxe 24, 45. and of Chriſts Kingdom , thinking it 
ſhauld þe temporall, in Iſrael, Acts x, 6. and of his Sufferings, 
before he entred jaro his gloty, after his fleſhly manifeliation, 
Luke 24.21, 26, Yea, john Baptiſt reltified of Chriſt, yer 
af;erwards ſent to know if it was he, Matth.1 1.3. Neither doth 
Chriſt ſay, that then in fiſh he told his Diſciples all things, or 
Jcad them into all things ; but lefr that work unto his coming in 
toict:, Fobhn 16.13, John 14.16,26, John 15.26; For,although 
ia aimſclt he had the Spirits fullnefſe , yer to believers ir ſhould 
not come untill he was gone away in fleſh ; the veſſel of his body Jypn 15. 
being broken, and the Un&tion thereof, to fill many therewith : 17. 
where Note, As /oſes Miniſtry was now at an end, fo allo 
Chriſt in fleſh ſhould depart, and Chriſt in ſpiric would come, to 
ſer up a Miaitiry, and abide with Believers for ever, John 14,16, 
Heb. x2. 8. 

Thirdly , Conſider Chrifts work in ſpirit , -which is to abide 
for ever ; But at this the Jews ſtumbled, thinking ic was in fleſh 
he ſhould continue alwayes , and fo they Jooked for a temporal 
Kingdome, and outward glory, as many aim ar in theſe dayes : 
Whereas his Kingdome is not of this world, Fobz.18. 36, neither 
B are 


John 1-9 


John 12- 
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are his Miaifters of the Letter, bur of the Spirit, 2 Cay. 3,6. called 
New Teltamenc ( or 'rew Covenant ) Minifters , haymg that 
Writtcn in their hearts, before promiſed, Jer.z1. 33. Iſa, 54-13« 
John 6. 45. who ſhould not fearch Authours , Commentaties, 
and Manuuſcripts, as a Shop book, for a Sermon, but ſpeak 
Gal. 1.16, from the power of Chritt within , as Par did, and the Apoliles 
Ads 2, did, having the Word in the Mouth, and in the Heart, Rows. 10. 
$8. For the Scriptures mult be preached by che ſame Spirit that 
gave them forth, and not only by kumane Learning , for ficſh is 
not able to comprehend the things of God ; and who hath nor 
this ſpirit is none of his, Row,$.9. From whence we may ſpeak 
boldly, That thoſe which have not this Spirit, ro preach from 
it, and by it, they are none of Chrifis : and by this Spirit they 
knew the things of God, who had received it, x Cor.2. 10,12. 
and this ſearcheth the deep things of God : So iris plain, That 
True Minilters muſt have Chrilt in ſpiric, who ſpeaks in ſpirit, 
Matth,10.20,40. And who heareth, or difpiſeth them, is ſaid 
to do it unto Chrilt, Luke 10.16, Therefore we mult pray God 
co ſend us ſuch, for men cannotdo it by calling one another 
Batchelors,and Mafters,and Doors upon humane Arts and AR; 
which is like that of the Jews, 7ohr 5.44. wherein one man took 
honour of another ; and take heed, leaſt ic be with you as 1t was 
with Jeruſalem , of whom it is not faid, ye could not, but ye 
would not, Luke 13.34. A lad condition, 

And now this 22, day of the >*> Month , the Word of the ' 
Lord came unto me, to warn all you in power; and you 
Nationall Priefts ( or Miniſters ) called Biſhops, Deans, Doors, 
or inferior : and you thatare Hearers, Know ye, that the 
Lord is pleading his own cauſe, and hath a ftrong Controverfie 
with you ; Therefore take heed what Miniſtry you plead for ; 
and remember whatI anſwered 77/illiam Prymne ; That there is 
no Goſpel Plea for Tithes , nor forced Maintenance, &c, To 
you, that was: Ard this is, from the Lords Spirit by me his 
Mcflenger, | 

Now as the Apofiles filent Mectiag was in expectation of the 
Spirit before promiſed ; fo God ( in Scriptures ) having ingaged 
himſelf, . that in theſe latrer dayes there {ſhould be flowings forth 
| thereof, 


a Le. aud. AS 
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thereof, we ſilently wait for it ; and whoſd looks now: for this 
promiſed Spirir, ({ being a frequenter of Silent Mectings ) muſt in 
the power of Jeſus Chrift , ſincerely firive to have thele Thee 


ehings in themlelves : 


x, A ſpiritual Wateh. 
2. A ſpiritual Touchſtone. 
3. ' The ſpiritual Scales, 


I fay unto all Watch : For you know not when the time of Mar. 13. 


Tryal is, er when the coming of the Spirit ſhall be ; ic being as 
the Wind, Which blowech where ir lifteth : For fleſh loves to 
break out, and haye its will, and the luſts thereof ; therefore the 
ſpiricual Watch mult be truly kept within, to fee and note what 
works 21e 1n hand, ard what words are iſſuing forth , and what 
thoughts are in thee : Bu: thoſe which keep not this Watch, do 
run haſtily upon action, and their tongues ſpeak unadviſedly , in 
haſty Queſtions and Anſwers, oftentimes proceeding to Paſlion, 
and rage, like ſhort firs of madneſle, with their hearts wandrirg 
out. after folly , and carnal objeas, by which means many 
Profeſſors break forth into filth, yer ſay, They are Souldiers of 


37+ 
lohn 3.8. 


Chriſt, bur keep nor a ſpiritual Watch under him;fo their tongues Pla-39.Ts 


arc not bridled , ner have they learned to take heed unto their 


Wayes, | 
; +90 if thou ſeekelt ro reap the pure benefit of Silent 
Meetings ; learn firlt ro come unto a Pure Silence in thine own 
feif, which is co filence all in thee that is evil , by thar eternal 
Power of God ; fo thy tongue, heart,and hands ſhall be under 
the Faithfull Warch, and the ARtions withour in the body, with 
thy Actions within of thy mind, as LoveBdJoy, Defire, &c. will 
by degrees be all brought into true Obedience : which Watch 
keeping according to thy meaſuc ( or Talents received ) (1 ſhall 
not have dominion over thee ; but chou wilt grow in Grace, and 
become a Conquerer in him that hath loved thee : Therefore 
remember what Chrilt ſpake to his Dilciples, was alſo to thee, 
and me, Watch, 
Secondly, When the work, word, or thought, is thus Raid 
7 W-4 by 


- 


Mar. 12, 
37. 


Rev. 21, 
E 


Rev.22. 
15. 


| efiates, ye are quite out of the good old way, or way of truth ; 


whether ic be good or no; for oftentimes Satan and fleſh covers 
Vices under the names of Vertues, and will either exteouate or 
lefſen a fin, or elſe flouriſh it over with ſome zeal, or pretence of 
holinefſe, therefore we mult prove and try them in the Light of 
Chriſt : which che Apoſtle ſers forth by Examination and proof 
of a mans own work, 2 Coy.13.5. Gal.6.4., and thereby is ſeen 


(x0) 
by the Watch, T bring it to the ſpirirual Touchſtone, for tryal, 


» What is acceptable to the Lord : For God by his ſpiritual work 


cometh into a man, as a Refiner, to purifie ; and unto whar 


ſtrength and heart the ſpiritual fire in thee is come, ſo is the 


melting,trying.and refining within, upon the proof of thy ations, 
and taking away of droſs and filth : yea rote.in words themſelves, 
how ſometimes they are too many; ſometimes unſound and 
untrue ; ſometimes too ſhort, in telling bur half a truth, &c, 
Therefore let them firlt be tryed by the Spiritual Touchſtone, 
before they proceed out of thy mouth, whether they are pure or 
impure. 

Thirdly, Ule the Spiriznal Scales , to weigh, ponder , or 
conſider all things to be ſpoken or done, before they paſſe from 
thee : For man durſt nor ler ſo many tilchy words drop from his 
rongue , if ficſt they were weighed or covfidered withia at the 
hearc: Yea and Nay, Yesand No, mult be the ſame as they are 
ſpoken, and ſo ſpeak the ſame thirg intended , and pretended, 
for otherwiſe you are Lyars, and Lyars are for the Lake, to be 
amongſt Doggs, and Whoremorgers without : yer with many, 
lying is common, who have nor Jearacd to ſpeak the fame thing 
intended ; as, if you ask them to ear, to diiok , to tarry, &c., 
they will ſay No, yer defire them again, and they will accept it ; 
ſo here they are Lyars : Some in icofts and mocks, think it is 
witty to ſpeak a Lye, ina Jeſt ; others being asked the truth ot a 
thing, will ſometimes fouriſh and enlarge it, making the ſame 
too much , or too little, as in prailing or diſprailing, in buying 
or {clling , and account themlelves expert dealers, and cunning 
Chapmen, becauſe they can uſe their rongues for advantage ; 
whereas they are but Lyarsin it; and fuch know not what a 
Spirirual Watch meaneth : Therefore know, that in all ſuch 
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ard remember, -If any ſuch ſeem Refotous; yet'they are not ſo, 
ſeeing their torgues are unbridled , not brought to the truth, Jams1.. 
and their Religion is vain or empty, Yer becauſe you are ſuch, 1 6s 
do nor fay, you are damn'd ; but. declare your being captive in 
fleſhly Babylon, ſhewing from the Spiric ot- God, what mult be 
done by you, if ye are ſaved, | | 

If acy are in Chrift they are New Creatures”, and there-is 4 
new Heaven and a new Earth in them : For ai] their parts, 
members, faculties, and abilities, are pur toa rew vie; the new 
heart, and new ſpirit is in them, fo they ſpeak and at new things 
from that Law of God written in their inward parts ; and fuch 
dare not vent their frothy words, as fleſh did formerly, but new 
there is a killing of that z as Paul died dayly, (> the New x Cor 15, 
Creature dies dayly to fin, he is dead as to a&t in fin, but lively 31- 
to Righteoulrefle z whereas the Sinner is quick to ſin, but dead 
and-dull in the things of God - © Sothou ſhalt ſee the difference 
of thele Two Eftates, berwizt Darknefſe and Light, when thou 
comelt to uſe*rhe Spiritual Watch, Spiritual Touchſlone, and 
Spiritual Scales; according to thy meaſure in the growth of 
Grace,to know the power of an endleſs life within thee, working 
and effeQing theſe things ; and then thou mayelt ſay, I now ſee 
what pure ſilence is, yea, then thou ſhalt benefit by Silent 
Meetings. 

And thoſe that are come to the pure filencing of fleſh, to 
bridle the rongue , to wreſtle with the ſpiritual wickedneſle in gph.s. 12 
the high place of the heart, that each thought may be brought 2 Cor.1 0. 
into obedience unto Chrift, and whatſoever they at, doall co 5» 
the Glory of God ; ſuch can witneſſe the power of Chriſt in he ada 
them, and when he pleaſe to call them by his Erernal Spirit ro go * * 
forth as Miniſters , they can beſt decjare what God hath revealed. 
unto them; Asthe Man having the Devills caft forth publiſhed 
i1 Decapoly, how great things Jelus had done for him : Whereas Mar,s.20- 
they that preach by hear-lay, and humane ftydy. ſhew, they 
ſpeak not as the Spiric gives them utterance, but with the tongues 
of fleſh, from carnal Apprehenfiors : So that, when they preach 
unto the people, ir might be objeRed ; Jeſus 1 know hath the 
Spirit, and Pay I know hadiit , but who are ye? upon what AR 19: 
Account 15, 
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account Would ye conjure forth fin out of others , who have nor 
che True Spirit your ſelves ? 

Therefore let none aſſume or own any other Goſpel- Miniſters, 
than thoſe called forth by the Spirit of God, as Chriſt in fpirir 
after his ReſurreQion, and Aſcenſion, confirmed the 1ame, to lead 
them into all truth, and bring all things to their remembrance, 
as able Miniſters of the Spirit, and not of the Lerter, as 
Carnal men do, who teach one another Humane Learning, 
and then fell ic for Divinity, forcing many to pay for t 
at a dear rate , cyen to ſpoiling of Goods , Inpriſonment, and 
cruelty. 

Bur ſore will objet , Their Non-Scripture Diſtintions of 
Mediate, and Immediate, Ocrdiaary , and Extraordinary, &c. 
ſaying, That alchough the Apoſtles were fo called of God, yec | 
they ordained ochers not ſo called ; and fo out of their carnall 
Taventions they undertake to confecrate or make Steeple houſes, 
Maſſe-houſes, Hig!1-places, or the Tower-houſes to be Churches, 
and to be Huly-places, and fir men by their Arts and Degrees to 
preach in ſuch places, 8c. 

eAnſ. All their pretences can no more make ſuch Places holy, 
than a Heap of ſtones, nor add any more vertue thereby into the 
Pulpir, then intoa Tub : For God is worſhipped in Spirit - and 
Truth : Nor are true Teachers to deliver any other DoQrine 
than what the Apoſiles did : Therefore ſee what Qualifications 
they were to have, 1 Tim.3.2, &c, Tit.1.6, &c. Now it is not 


ti bc fleſh and blood that reveals thisunto them, nor the Tongues of 


Humane Leatniog which qualifies men thus for the Miniftry, bur 
the ſame Spirit of God : Therefore ic is common to ſee thoſe 
having much humane Learning to be Great Perſecuters, and will 
not take up the Crofle to follow Chriſt, and fo crofſe their own 
Lufts, Pride,Covetouſneſs, Envy and Fil:h, but cive way unto it, by 
which means we finde1o many cruel Priefts ; For there is ſcarce 
any Perlecution of Saints, bur the Prieſts are chief Actors therein, 
either by icſtigating or aQing. 

Now conſider Friends , it was that charged on Thyatira, for 
ſufferiag Jezebell,who call'd her ſclf a Propheteſſe, to reach and 
ſeduce the People » So theſe National] Minilters call rhemlelves 
Diyines, 
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Divines, and Goſpell- Miniſters, yet lead the People in Errour 
which we now lceing by the Light of Chriſt, if we do not 
diſcover , reprove , and oppoſe them therein , God will lay the 
ſame thing to our charge as he did unto 7 hyatira; For now 
Jeſus Chriſt will ſer up his own Miniſtry : And alchough he 
torbade got his Diſcidles to hear the Scribes and Phariſces, Mar.23.3 
when the Law-Miniftry was nor ended , yer now having finiſhed 

that work in his fleſh, his Spiriuall Miniſtry he hath fer 

up to continue unto the end, and no other are we to 

hear. And this is the Teſtimony which the Lord hath 

called me to hold forth , Therefore hearken unto it. 


The 234 Day 
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